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St. John’s Episcopal Church 

New City, New York 
 

The Day of Pentecost 
May 19, 2024 

9:30 am 
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE TWO 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Prelude “Bread of the World” [Eucharistic Hymn] by D. Burton 
 
Opening Hymn  Hail thee festival day! (Hymnal #225) 
   Hail thee, festival day! 
   blest day that art hallowed for ever, 
   day when the Holy Ghost 
   shone in the world with God’s grace. 
 

1 Lo, in the likeness of fire, on those who await his appearing, 
 he whom the Lord foretold suddenly, swiftly, descends: 
 

 Refrain 
 

2 Forth from the Father he comes with sevenfold mystical offering, 
 pouring on all human so infinite riches of God: 
 

 Refrain 
 

3 Hark! for in myriad tongues Christ’s own, his chosen apostles, 
 preach to the ends of the earth Christ and his wonderful works: 
 

 Refrain 
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4 Praise to the Spirit of Life, all praise to the fount of our being, 
 light that dost lighten all, life that in all dost abide: 
 
 Refrain 
 
 
The Opening Acclamation  
 Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen 
 People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 
The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, 
   and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
   have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
   receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
   Jesus Christ, 
   with the Holy Spirit, 
   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of your Holy 
Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy 
comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
A reading from Ezekiel 
 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in 
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, 
and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 
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Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on 
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; 
and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I 
am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to 
the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 
soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says the LORD. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 104:25-35, 37 

25 O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 
in wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures. 

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea 
with its living things too many to number, * 
creatures both small and great. 

27 There move the ships, 
and there is that Leviathan, * 
which you have made for the sport of it. 

28 All of them look to you * 
to give them their food in due season. 

29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
you take away their breath, 
and they die and return to their dust. 

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
and so you renew the face of the earth. 

32 May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; * 
may the LORD rejoice in all his works. 

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

34 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; * 
I will praise my God while I have my being. 

35 May these words of mine please him; * 
I will rejoice in the LORD. 

37 Bless the LORD, O my soul. * 
Hallelujah! 
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Second Reading Acts 2:1-21 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed 
and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of 
us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does 
this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it 
is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 

`In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 

And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ “ 
 
The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Hymn   Breath of God (Voices Found #59) 
1 Breath of God, life-bearing wind, 
 waking matter into birth, 
 planting promise, prompting hope: 
 with your life renew the earth. 
 
2 Breath of God, word-bearing wind, 
 truth—revealer, prophet’s speech, 
 guide to vistas of the mind: 
 let your word excite and teach. 
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3 Breath of God, fire-bearing wind, 
 source of power, love, and light, 
 melting fears and joining tongues: 
 with your fire our hearts ignite. 
 
4 Breath of God, song-bearing wind, 
 stirring wonder to rejoice, 
 yearning’s echo, grace’s dance: 
 let your song give our prayers voice. 
 
The Gospel John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been 
with me from the beginning. 
 
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him who 
sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow 
has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go 
away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove 
the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; 
about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because 
the ruler of this world has been condemned. 
 
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 
guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it 
to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to 
you. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
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 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People Form 6 with Confession 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop; Matthew, Allen and Mary, our bishops; for the next priest to serve St. John’s and 
for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions 
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Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died. We pray for those we remember this week. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Leader and People 
 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Absolution 
Celebrant 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Offertory  
 
The Offertory Anthem “There is a Balm in Gilead” (American Spiritual) 
 
 



9 

 

The Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow (Hymnal #380 v. 3) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
 
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. 
 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down on this day from 
heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues 
in the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to 
preach the Gospel to all nations. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
     Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 
whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
 
 



10 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink 
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Fraction Anthem  (My flesh is food indeed)  Hymnal S-169 
My flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed, says the Lord. 
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood dwell in me and I in them. 
 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
Holy Communion 
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Communion Hymns 
 
O Holy Spirit, by whose breath   (Hymnal #502) 
1 O Holy Spirit, by whose breath 
 life rises vibrant out of death; 
 come to create, renew, inspire; 
 come, kindle in our hearts your fire. 
 

2 You are the seeker’s sure resource, 
 of burning love the living source, 
 protector in the midst of strife, 
 the giver and the Lord of life. 
 

3 In you God’s energy is shown, 
 to us your varied gifts make known. 
 Teach us to speak, teach us to hear; 
 yours is the tongue and yours the ear. 
 

4 Flood our dull senses with your light; 
 in mutual love our hearts unite. 
 Your power the whole creation fills; 
 confirm our weak, uncertain wills. 
 

5 From inner strife grant us release; 
 turn nations to the ways of peace. 
 To fuller life your people bring 
 that as one body we may sing: 
 

6 Praise to the Father, Christ, his Word, 
 and to the Spirit: God the Lord, 
 to whom all honor, glory be 
 both now and for eternity. 
 
 
Veni Sancte Spiritus  (Wonder, Love, & Praise #832) 
 
   Veni Sancte Spiritus 
 

1 Come, Holy Spirit, from heaven 
  shine forth with your glorious light. 
 

2 Come from the four winds, O Spirit, 
  come breath of God; 
 disperse the shadows over us, 
 renew and strengthen your people. 
 
 
The Postcommunion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
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Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God   (Hymnal #505) 
1 O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God, 
 in every need thou bringest aid; 
 thou comest forth from God’s great throne, 
 from God, the Father and the Son; 
 O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God. 
 

2 O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God, 
 increase our faith in our dear Lord; 
 unless thy grace the power should give, 
 none can believe in Christ and live; 
 O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God. 
 

3 O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God, 
 make us to love thy sacred word; 
 the holy flame of love impart, 
 that charity may warm each heart; 
 O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God. 
 

4 O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God, 
 enlighten us by that same word; 
 teach us to know the Father’s love, 
 and his dear Son, who reigns above; 
 O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God. 
 
Dismissal  
Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia, let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Postlude “Marziale in D Major” by Ch. H. Rinck 
 
 

 
Hymns reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #731917-A. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 
 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God 
and in loving memory of Lisa Schneider Stalzer 

by Lucille Schneider and Roland Stalzer 
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Our mission statement: 
Open doors, open hearts, 

for all to experience the Love of God 

 
 
Serving this week 
 Celebrant and Preacher The Rev. Glenn Chalmers 
 Eucharistic Minister Valerie Powers 
 Organist Bert Carrasquero 
 Cantor Sarah Mistele 
 Tech Minister Dong Zhang 
 First Reading Sikha Guha 
 Psalm Benedicta Obuamah 
 Second Reading Margaret Gillespie 
 Prayers of the People Valerie Powers 
 Usher Roland Stalzer 
 Altar Guild Maureen Megerditchian 

 
 

Wardens 
Scott Dow, Senior Warden 

Dong Zhang, Junior Warden 
 
 

The Vestry 
Barbara Ayew 
Terry Deasy 
Sarah Mistele 

Benedicta Obuamah 
Valerie Powers 

Bob Schugmann 
 
 

Staff 
Margaret Gillespie, Parish Administrator 

Jacob Greenberg, Sexton 
Bert Carrasquero, Organist and Choir Director 
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